Tool 4 - Reasons to Support Alternative-to-Suspension Programs
· Students suspended from school lose critical instructional time while also increasing their risk of involvement with the juvenile justice system.  

· Suspension keeps students away from the learning environment but offers no corrective action. 

· Typically, students who get suspended from school are weak academically, and, by missing instruction, they may fall further behind in their studies. 

· Suspended students are more likely to have negative attitudes toward school, low school attachment, and low commitment to school.
· Many of the suspended students go unsupervised if they are not in school 

· Students who are suspended are more likely to drop out of school.


North Carolina 2005-2006 Suspension Statistics:





A total of 302,303 short-term suspensions were given to 152,459 students, for an average of 1.98 short-term suspensions per suspended student.


Approximately one million instructional days were lost due to out-of-school (short and long-term) suspension.


The duration of a short-term suspension averaged 3 days, and the average long-term suspension was 79 days.


In 2005-06, the rate of short-term suspensions was 2.4 times higher for males, than females; similarly the rate of long-term suspension was 3.2 times higher than the female rate.


African American and multiracial students have received over half of all short-term suspensions since the 2000-01 school year while accounting for approximately 16% of the total student population.


The number of short-term suspensions decreased for Asian and Hispanic students; while increases were evident among American Indian, African American, Multiracial and White students.


Ninth grade students accounted for 23% of short-term suspension in 2004-05, and again in 2005-06. 


Students receiving special education services accounted for approximately 21% of the short-term suspensions in 2005-06.
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