
 

 
 
 

720 7TH STREET, N.W. THIRD FLOOR • WASHINGTON, D.C. 20001 • OFFICE (202) 628-8550 • FAX (202) 448-1723 • WWW.NCJA.ORG 

 

PRESIDENT
David O. Steingraber†

Executive Director
 Wisconsin Office of Justice Assistance

VICE PRESIDENT
Roland Mena†

Executive Director
Montana Board of Crime Control

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
David E. Jones†

Executive Director
North Carolina Governor’s 

Crime Commission

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Cabell C. Cropper†

BOARD MEMBERS

John A. Blackburn, Jr. †
Executive Director

Arizona Criminal Justice Commission

Robert P. Boehmer
Director

            Institute for Public Safety Partnerships
University of Illinois at Chicago 

Fran Ecker
Director

Division of Programs and Services
Virginia Department of

Criminal Justice Services

J. Norbert Federspiel †
Director

West Virginia Division of
Criminal Justice Services

Burke Fitzpatrick
Administrator

South Carolina Office of Justice Programs

Jerome Ierome
Executive Director

Commonwealth of N. Mariana Islands
Criminal Justice Planning Agency

Anne Jordan 
Commissioner

Maine Department of Public Safety

James Kane†
Executive Director

                     Delaware Criminal Justice Council
 

Gary Kendell†
Director

                     Iowa Governor’s Office of Drug 
Control Policy

Christian Kervick
Deputy Director

Delaware Criminal Justice Council

Mary Marshall
Public Information Officer

Arizona Criminal Justice Commission
 

Karhlton Moore
Executive Director

Ohio Office of Criminal Justice Services

Jeanne Smith
Director

Division of Criminal Justice
CO Department of Public Safety

Thomas Weissmuller
Chief Judge

Mashantucket Pequot Tribal Nation

† denotes Executive Committee

For Immediate Release 
 

Harriet’s House Transitional Housing Program Wins 
Outstanding Criminal Justice Program Award 

 
Due to its work in reducing recidivism and helping women to obtain and maintain 
permanent, safe, and affordable housing in North Carolina, The National Criminal Justice 
Association is honoring Harriet’s House Transitional Housing for Female Ex-Offenders 
with its Outstanding Criminal Justice Program Award. The award is given out annually at the 
National Forum on Criminal Justice and Public Safety. This year’s conference will take place 
Aug. 9-11 in Bellevue, Washington.   
 
The program was founded on the premise of helping participants to address problems that 
lead to re-incarceration, including substance abuse, domestic violence and limited education. 
Services provided include intensive wrap-around case management, employment aid, 
permanent housing, and family re-unification support. Clients of Harriet’s house are given 
the opportunity to learn valuable life skills such as budgeting, establishing a savings account, 
developing peer support, parenting skills, and remaining drug free through participation in 
AA/NA groups. Families are addressed on an individual basis and the staff works with the 
women to help them return to the community with a positive and stable lifestyle.  
 
“Harriet’s House has provided a practical roadmap for reentry programs to model,” said 
Cheryl Bryant, Grants Manager for the North Carolina Governor’s Crime Commission. 
“This program effectively addresses housing, educational, employment, and parenting needs 
of female ex-offenders by fostering collaborations with state agencies, federal entities and 
faith-based organizations and successfully leveraging human and financial resources. The 
comprehensive transitional services, wide-scale collaborations, and effective leveraging of 
resources provided by Harriet’s House have proven to be ingredients for a successful 
program.” 
 
Since the program was established in 1995, 128 women and 298 children have received care 
from Harriet’s House. Eighty percent of the clients have been placed in permanent housing 
and 85 percent have jobs. The recidivism rate among clients is 15 percent. Harriet’s House 
operates with support from a network of church congregations that contribute food, 
clothing, tutoring, and childcare, and was a branch project of Passage Home, a faith-based 
community development corporation assisting low-income and homeless families.  
 
The NCJA Outstanding Criminal Justice Program Awards are a way to seek out and share 
successful criminal justice programs.  The purpose of these awards is to highlight programs 
that: 

• Address an important criminal justice issue; 
• Demonstrate effectiveness based on program goals; 
• Are a good example of used of federal funds to initiate the program that is 

subsequently supported through state and local funds or is self sustaining; and 
• Can be easily replicated in other jurisdictions. 

 
For more information on NCJA, please visit www.ncja.org. 
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