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While Children need a 
certain amount of       
privacy, they also need 
parental involvement 
and supervision in their 
daily lives. 

 

The same parenting skills 
that apply to the “real 
world” also apply online. 

A Good Source of  Information 
for Parents:  

www.cybertipline.com 



 
• REMEMBER PEOPLE ONLINE 

MAY NOT BE WHO THEY 
SEEM. 

 
• SET REASONABLE RULES AND 

GUIDELINES FOR COMPUTER 
USE FOR YOUR CHILDREN. 

 
• CONSIDER KEEPING THE 

COMPUTER IN A FAMILY 
ROOM RATHER THAN THE 
CHILD’S BEDROOM. 

 
• GET TO KNOW YOUR 

CHILD’S “ONLINE FRIENDS.” 
 
• CONSIDER APPLYING THESE 

GUIDELINES TO CELL PHONE 
USE AND OTHER ASPECTS OF 
YOUR CHILD’S LIFE. 
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SOME GUIDELINES FOR  
PARENTS 

 
• NEVER GIVE OUT IDENTIFYING IN-

FORMATION. YOU MIGHT EVEN  
CONSIDER USING EMAIL ADDRESSES 
THAT DO NOT SPELL OUT YOUR 
NAME. 

 
• GET TO KNOW THE INTERNET AND 

ANY SERVICES YOUR CHILD USES.  
FIND OUT YOUR CHILD’S ONLINE 
ACTIVITIES, WHETHER THEY HAVE AN 
EMAIL ACCOUNT.  LEARN THEIR USER 
NAMES AND PASSWORDS. 

 
• NEVER ALLOW A CHILD TO ARRANGE 

A FACE-TO-FACE MEETING ON THE 
INTERNET WITHOUT YOUR KNOWL-

EDGE. 
 
• NEVER RESPOND TO MESSAGES THAT 

ARE SUGGESTIVE, 
OBSCENE, BELLIGER-

ENT, THREATENING, 
OR MAKE YOU FEEL 
UNCOMFORTABLE 
 
• REMEMBER THAT  
EVERYTHING YOU 
READ ONLINE MAY 
NOT BE TRUE. 

 
 
 

CYBER SAFETY FOR THE FAMILY 

How Parents can 
reduce risks to 

children using the 
Internet. 

 
• If you have cause for 

concern about your 
children’s online 
activities, talk to them. 

• Seek out advice from 
teachers, and librarians 
among others. 

• Get online yourself.  
Become proficient in 
Internet use. 

• If your child tells you 
about an upsetting 
message, person, or Web 
Site encountered online, 
don’t blame your child 
but help him or her 
avoid problems in the 
future. 

• Remember—how you 
respond will determine 
whether they confide in 
you the next time there 
is a problem. 
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