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HOW LIGHTING HELPSHOW LIGHTING HELPS

Awareness of the surrounding environmentAwareness of the surrounding environment : People : People 
should be able to see and understand the should be able to see and understand the 
surrounding environment through unobstructed surrounding environment through unobstructed 
sightlines, adequate lighting and avoidance of sightlines, adequate lighting and avoidance of 
hidden spaces. hidden spaces. 

Visibility by othersVisibility by others : Create the ability to be seen by : Create the ability to be seen by 
others and create a sense of ownership through others and create a sense of ownership through 
maintenance and management of the built maintenance and management of the built 
environment environment 

Finding helpFinding help : The ability to communicate , find help : The ability to communicate , find help 
or escape when in danger through improved signs or escape when in danger through improved signs 
and designs.and designs.



HOW LIGHTING HELPSHOW LIGHTING HELPS

SightlinesSightlines : The inability to see what is ahead  is a : The inability to see what is ahead  is a 
serious impediment to the feeling of being safe.serious impediment to the feeling of being safe.

Human BehaviorHuman Behavior : Sufficient lighting is necessary for : Sufficient lighting is necessary for 
people to see and to be seen . Lighting affects people to see and to be seen . Lighting affects 
human behavior. Lighting must be planned and human behavior. Lighting must be planned and 
evaluated in terms of the use and behavior it evaluated in terms of the use and behavior it 
promotes or deters.promotes or deters.

SecuritySecurity : Lighting for security does not imply bright : Lighting for security does not imply bright 
lighting . Effective security lighting should sufficiently lighting . Effective security lighting should sufficiently 
deter potential criminals. deter potential criminals. 



LIGHTING AS A TOOLLIGHTING AS A TOOL

Crime prevention practitioners have always included lighting Crime prevention practitioners have always included lighting 
as a part of their toolbox.as a part of their toolbox.
Lighting cannot prevent disasters or attacks nor can it Lighting cannot prevent disasters or attacks nor can it 
guarantee human safety, rather lighting is a guarantee human safety, rather lighting is a tooltool that when that when 
used wisely can increase security and safety.used wisely can increase security and safety.
It It allows better visionallows better vision, the law abiding can detect offenders , the law abiding can detect offenders 
from a distance to from a distance to take defensive action. take defensive action. 
Increases in the street lighting generally have Increases in the street lighting generally have crime reduction crime reduction 
consequencesconsequences
Street lighting improvements are associated with Street lighting improvements are associated with crime crime 
reductions in daytimereductions in daytime as well as during the hours of darkness.as well as during the hours of darkness.
Improved street lighting can be extremely Improved street lighting can be extremely costcost--effectiveeffective
( Farrington .D.P ,Painter .K , 2000 ).( Farrington .D.P ,Painter .K , 2000 ).



LIGHTING AS A TOOLLIGHTING AS A TOOL

Good street lighting can have a Good street lighting can have a positive effectpositive effect on on 
the the perceived safety levelperceived safety level in the area.in the area.
It is a visible and obvious improvement to an area. It is a visible and obvious improvement to an area. 
Communities require proof that an area is improving Communities require proof that an area is improving 
and lighting is a and lighting is a noticeable investment.noticeable investment.
It can It can increase night time usageincrease night time usage..
It It benefitsbenefits the most vulnerable sections of the the most vulnerable sections of the 
population whose fears are the highest.population whose fears are the highest.
Lighting must be considered as one of the tools in Lighting must be considered as one of the tools in 
creating safer communities and in creating safer communities and in isolation it is isolation it is 
ineffectiveineffective..



OTHER LIGHTING BENEFITSOTHER LIGHTING BENEFITS

The general belief is that good lighting The general belief is that good lighting 
can attract customers, facilitate traffic can attract customers, facilitate traffic 
and pedestrian safety, deter crime and pedestrian safety, deter crime 
and vandalism and create a sense of and vandalism and create a sense of 
personal security. But it could also personal security. But it could also 
attract criminals.  Thus lighting can attract criminals.  Thus lighting can 
indirectly lead to the increase in crime. indirectly lead to the increase in crime. 



CPTED  CPTED  STANDARDSSTANDARDS FOR  FOR  
LIGHTINGLIGHTING

1 Foot candle power minimum in open parking lots, more for 1 Foot candle power minimum in open parking lots, more for 
parking structures. It means 1 ft candle evenly distributed per parking structures. It means 1 ft candle evenly distributed per 
square inch of parking surface.square inch of parking surface.

Care should be taken to avoid patches of darkness at the Care should be taken to avoid patches of darkness at the 
ground level.ground level.

Use of high or low pressure sodium vapor lights.Use of high or low pressure sodium vapor lights.

LPSVLPSV’’ss have a yellow light that allows the human eye to pick have a yellow light that allows the human eye to pick 
up greater details in most weather conditions and they are up greater details in most weather conditions and they are 
slightly brighter than slightly brighter than HPSVHPSV’’ss , but the light can distort colors at , but the light can distort colors at 
night.night.



SECURITY LIGHTING SECURITY LIGHTING 
RECOMMENDATIONSRECOMMENDATIONS

Illuminate entrances , fire escapes etc. with bright white lightIlluminate entrances , fire escapes etc. with bright white lights.s.

Parking lots should be illuminated with bright white lights thatParking lots should be illuminated with bright white lights that
allows for uniformity, ( not allowing any dark access in the allows for uniformity, ( not allowing any dark access in the 
parking lot).parking lot).

Implement a maintenance policy.Implement a maintenance policy.

Parking lots should be illuminated so that one can identify a Parking lots should be illuminated so that one can identify a 
human face @ 33 ft (3 foot candles vertically above the human face @ 33 ft (3 foot candles vertically above the 
surface ).surface ).

Wire cages or industrial strength shatter resistant lenses shoulWire cages or industrial strength shatter resistant lenses should d 
be placed over the light to deter vandalism.be placed over the light to deter vandalism.

Position lights to avoid glare area and blind spot.Position lights to avoid glare area and blind spot.



QUESTIONS TO ASKQUESTIONS TO ASK

How can lighting help you?How can lighting help you?
WhatWhat’’s your lighting goal?s your lighting goal?
How much lighting do you need?How much lighting do you need?
What kind of lighting is there and is required?What kind of lighting is there and is required?
What do I want to light up?What do I want to light up?
Are there times when darkness better?Are there times when darkness better?
Can lighting be put in the wrong place?Can lighting be put in the wrong place?
How can you mess up your lighting?How can you mess up your lighting?
Avoiding vandalism problems Avoiding vandalism problems 
Think like a criminalThink like a criminal
What are your lighting concerns?What are your lighting concerns?


