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News Release

DISASTER ASSISTANCE MAY INCLUDE FREE LEGAL HELP

RALEIGH, N.C. – If the severe storms and tornadoes of April 16 have left you in a legal mess, free Disaster Legal Services may be able to help clean it up.

The toll-free number is 800-662-7407.

Callers with disaster-related legal issues, who are unable to afford a lawyer, may call between 9 a.m. 
and 4 p.m. Monday through Friday to request assistance.  Callers should ask for Disaster Legal Services.

Help may include issues with landlord/tenant problems, legal documents lost in the disaster, home repair contracts, medical and property insurance claims, Powers of Attorney, replacement of wills and other documents and preparation of guardianships and conservatorships.

The Federal Emergency Management Agency funds the administrative costs of the program, which is coordinated through the Young Lawyers Division of the American Bar Association.

North Carolina lawyers are providing assistance as a public service to residents of 19 counties under the April 19 disaster declaration. Free help is not available for cases that could produce a fee.

“The Young Lawyers Division of the North Carolina Bar Association welcomes the opportunity to partner with FEMA to provide free legal services to those affected by the tornadoes,” said Michael Wells, Jr., a Winston-Salem lawyer participating in the Disaster Legal Services program.

Wells said several calls he’s received have been about insurance.

The North Carolina counties under the disaster declaration are Bertie, Bladen, Craven, Cumberland, Currituck, Greene, Halifax, Harnett, Hertford, Hoke, Johnston, Lee, Onslow, Pitt, Robeson, Sampson, Tyrell, Wake and Wilson.

For more information about this disaster, go to www.nccrimecontrol.org and click on the red “April Tornadoes” tab. More information is also available at www.fema.gov. 
FEMA’s mission is to support our citizens and first responders to ensure that as a nation we work together to build, sustain, and improve our capability to prepare for, protect against, respond to, recover from, and mitigate all hazards.
The American Bar Association Young Lawyers Division is the home for young lawyers.  With more than 150,000 members and 300 affiliated groups, the ABA YLD is the largest young lawyer organization in the world.
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