
All retailers and their employees need to check a photo 
I.D. to ensure tobacco products (cigarettes, cigars, 
smokeless tobacco) or cigarette wrapping papers are 
not sold to underage customers. 
 

North Carolina’s Red Flag Tobacco Enforcement Campaign has devel-
oped an education packet which includes in-store display and educational 
materials.  This will help you and your employees comply with the state law 
that prohibits selling tobacco products to customers under the age of 18.  
Since the purpose of this law is for the protection of our youth, and because 
of its consequences for you and other store employees, it’s good business 
for all retailers to know and abide by the law.   
 
North Carolina law (G.S. 14-313) states: 

“If any person shall distribute, or aid, assist, or abet any other person in dis-
tributing tobacco products or cigarette wrapping papers to any person under 
the age of 18 years, or if any person shall purchase tobacco products or 
cigarette wrapping papers on behalf of a person, less than 18 years, the per-
son shall be guilty of a Class 2 misdemeanor” (punishable by up to 30 days 
of community punishment and up to a $1000 fine). 
 
North Carolina law requires: 

That “retail distributors of tobacco products shall prominently display 
near the point of sale a sign in letters at least five-eighths of an inch high 
which states the following: N. C. law strictly prohibits the purchase of to-
bacco products by persons under the age of 18.  Proof of age required.”   
Failure to post the required sign is an infraction punishable by a fine of $25 
for the first offense and $75 for each succeeding offense.  A copy of this offi-
cial State signage is enclosed in this Merchant Education Packet. 
 
The Red Flag Program makes it easy for you to: 
• Educate your employees about the state’s Youth Access to Tobacco Law 
• Help your employees refuse the sale of tobacco products to minors 

through the use of the NC driver’s license or Identification card color 
codes (A Red border means the customer is less than 18 years and can-
not purchase tobacco or alcohol)  

• Reassure your employees they are upholding the law— it’s illegal for 
them to sell tobacco products to minors 

• Remind your employees of the consequences of tobacco sales to under-
age persons (Seller is committing a Class 2 misdemeanor and, if con-
victed, will have a criminal record.)  

• Provide free educational and display materials. 
 

REMEMBER to check the ID of any customer who looks under 26 years old. 
Working together, we can prevent the sale of tobacco and other age re-
stricted products to customers under the age of 18! For more information or 
to request additional materials, please call (919) 715-1415.  
 



8,000 copies of this public document were printed at a cost of $3,500.00 or $.44 per copy by funding  from the Health and Wellness Trust Fund. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  

 

                       
 
       

Merchant Education Packet 

North Carolina 
Education and Enforcement Program  
to Reduce Youth Access to Tobacco Products 

CHECK ID 
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